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Occupational Safety and Health Administration





55 North Robinson, Suite 315

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73102

Phone: (405) 278-9560

Fax: (405) 278-9572

December 4, 2006

Dear Sir or Madam:

Oil field related fatalities continue to be of concern to OSHA.  An increase in production activity in Oklahoma poses an increased risk to workers of accidents resulting in fatal and serious injuries.  From January of 2005 through December of 2006, OSHA’s Oklahoma City Area Office has investigated ten (10) fatalities in the oil and gas industry. 

OSHA has planned an increase in its inspection activity in this area in an effort to impact the problem. However, the Area Office recognizes that enforcement activity alone is not enough.  The key to accident prevention is open communication and exchange of information within the industry and between regulators and the industry, education, and training.

The Oklahoma City Area Office in cooperation with Industry Leaders and Moore Norman Technology Center invite you to a meeting on January 10, 2007, of operators and contractors in Oklahoma interested in exploring avenues of accident prevention that focus on cooperative and collaborative approaches rather than enforcement.  

One such approach that will be discussed at the meeting is the South Texas Exploration and Production Safety Network (STEPS), an organization of operators and contactors in the Energy Industry in south Texas that promotes safety, health and environmental improvement. The network focuses on one unified message to oil field operators and contractors – incident-free operations.  The organization was established in 2004 and points to two keys to improving workplace safety and health in the oil and gas industry: 1) uniform goals and standards; and 2) a free exchange of information.  Mr. Rick Ingram with the STEPS Network along with other Industry Leaders will be facilitating the discussion on this networking opportunity.

The meeting location will be at the Moore Norman Technology Center – South Penn Campus, Conference Center, 13301 S. Penn, Oklahoma City, OK 73170, January 10, 2007.  The meeting will begin at 8:30 am and end at 12:30 pm.  Participants may begin registering at 8:00 am.

Please RSVP by December 20, 2006, with Heather Hartman or Lisa Coffman at (405)278-9560 to ensure adequate seating (200 seat capacity).  Should you have any questions please contact Heather Hartman or Lisa Coffman at (405)278-9560.

We look forward to your participation.

Sincerely,

James E. Brown, III

Area Director  

Dec. 15, 2006

Rick L. Ingram

BP America Production Company

Immediate Past President

STEPS Network

Oil and Gas Industry Leaders;

Many of you recently received an invitation to attend a meeting initiated by the Oklahoma Office of OSHA.  The meeting is intended to discuss the formation of an organization to foster a work environment that relies upon open communication and trust.

I am looking forward to meeting you and serving as your facilitator.  This communication is intended to answer some questions and help you plan for the meeting. 

· This meeting is intended as an information sharing opportunity for industry leaders to consider forming a Regional HSE Network.

· Attendance appropriate for this meeting will be members of management and HSE leaders active in the energy industry.

· This is intended for Major and Independent Operators and their Contract partners in drilling and production and pipeline.

· For those of you have been directly contacted, please extend the invitation to key contractors and others who could benefit from this meeting.

· There will be no cost to attend.

· A continental breakfast will be provided.

· The meeting space will accommodate approximately 200 – 250 persons.

· Every seat should be filled.

· For more information on the STEPS Network, visit:  www.stepsnetwork.com 

“We will work with others, our employees, regulators, partners and competitors to raise the standards of our industry.”  This statement has inspired me and I hope it does you as well. 

We have come a long way in our industry in safety and health and have seen a shift in safety culture, but there is more work to do.  We all want the same thing and that is to see our working men and women go home safely each day.  This can best be accomplished by working together.

These are very good times in our industry, to quote one leader, “Ten years from now, we probably will not remember how fast we drilled a well or how much production we made, but we will remember serious incidents.” 

Many industry leaders and our friends at OSHA are working during the holidays to ensure a well-planned, interesting and informative investment of your valuable time.  Please honor us and your work teams by attending.

The meeting location will be at the Moore Norman Technology Center – South Penn Campus, Conference Center, 13301 S. Penn, Oklahoma City, OK 73170.  The meeting will be held January 10, 2007. Participants may begin registering at 8:00 am. The meeting will begin at 8:30 am and end at 12:30 pm.  

Please note the RSVP has been extended to January 4, 2007, with Heather Hartman or Lisa Coffman at (405)278-9560 to ensure adequate seating (200 seat capacity).  Should you have any questions please contact Heather Hartman or Lisa Coffman at (405)278-9560 or Rick Ingram (361)816-7217.

Sincerely,

Rick L. Ingram

Rick L. Ingram

Joint Oklahoma OSHA/ Oil and Gas Industry Meeting

Tentative Agenda

08:00 – Registration, Continental Breakfast – All Participants

08:30 – Site Safety Orientation, Agenda Overview – Rick Ingram

08:40 – Welcome – James E. Brown III, Director, OSHA Oklahoma Office 

     08:45 – OSHA Stats-  Heather Hartman, Compliance Assistance Specialist 

09:10 – Benefits of Working Together – STEPS Network Overview


Marianne McGee, OSHA Corpus Christi

09:30 – Break

09:45 – Industry Insights – Special Guest Speakers

10:45 – Break

11:00 – Special Guest Speakers

11:45 – Roundtable Discussion – All Participants

12:15 – Path Forward – Facilitated Discussion

12:30 – Dismissal

Special Guest Speakers:  Warren Hubler, H&P Drilling; Joe Hurt, IADC; John Vidrine, AESC; Jeff Braun, BP America Production Co.; Ted Reed, BJ Services, STEPS Network President Elect

Special Presentations From:  SafeLand, Energy Training Council, ASSE Oil & Gas Division

